
Integration with WDM

• WDM is an integrated asset management system 

• Includes several modules including ELM (Environmental Landscape Manager)

• WDM to be used by Flood Team to manage watercourse inspections and to generate works 
instructions for minor maintenance works (issued to R&CW)

• Flood Team procured 2 ‘tough-tabs’ for Watercourse Assessments

• Built in GPS, Camera & Bluetooth



Mill Burn Pilot Project

• Referencing system developed for 
watercourses and structures 

• Unique references include:
– Hydrometric area

– All tributaries up to main watercourse



Mapping

• Waterbody restricted to 112 high 
risk areas at present

• Currently awaiting further 
guidance from SG with regards to 
DRN licensing agreement with 
OS/CEH

• Also in the process of:
– Collating information on and mapping 

of SuDS scheme
– Mapping flood protection schemes



SuDS

• Information collated from:
– Planning Department
– Land/open space management companies
– Building Control
– Developers
– Roads Team (RCC’s)

• As-built drawings required
• Information on adoption required
• Flood Team in process of designing a 

procedure to:
– record new SuDS schemes
– Ensure adequate inspection during and after 

construction
– Integrate SuDS into inspection regime

• Section 7 Agreement with SW (under terms of 
Sewerage (Scotland) Act 1968)

Maintenance Plan, GreenBelt – Inverness, Milton 
of Leys Development



Flood Risk Management Advisory Group and 
Plan

• Highland & Argyll Local Plan
• ‘Lead Authority’ yet to be announced 

but likely to be identified by end of 
2011

• Local partnerships to be established 
in 2012 to discuss production of Flood 
Risk Management Strategies

• SEPA has responsibility for 
establishing the remit, membership 
and procedure of Flood Advisory 
Groups



Planning & Development Management

• Frequent TECS Training & Surgeries
• Screening of weekly planning lists
• Training for Planning Staff soon
• Major application meetings
• FRA/DIA Supplementary Planning guidance 

(to committee 21st Aug):
– Sets out THC requirements
– Watercourse buffer zones
– Proportional DIA requirements
– Self-certification

• Software & other tools: 
– ArcGIS, FEH, StormScape
– Flood maps & other datasets



Flood Alleviation Schemes & Flood Studies

• Currently promoting 7 major flood alleviation schemes

• SW Inverness Flood Relief Channel currently under construction 
- £16m

• Current Capital Programme allows flexibility for promoting flood
schemes but not supportive financially

• THC using Mill Burn as pilot project under new FRM Act 

• Further guidance on new statutory process considered critical

• Three flood studies currently under consideration namely 
Inverness East, River Gynack & Loch Linnhe



Website

www.highland.gov.uk/yourenvironment/flooding



Intranet Site



Flood Monitoring

• Designed to manage flood risk in situations 
where:

– Where alleviation/maintenance works are 
scheduled but not for the immediate future

– No funding is available for addressing the issue
– Unusual situations e.g. Lower Foyers
– Flood risk is a nuisance as opposed to direct 

threat to property

• 9 Monitors in operation, 2 more planned
• Telemetred + wed-based data management



Post-flood Surveys



Flood Leaflet

• To be distributed to THC Service 
Points

• Letter Drops to riparian owners in 
heavily urbanised areas 

• Set’s out roles and responsibilities 
and ‘do’s and don'ts’

• Currently available from THC 
website (flooding page)



Recommendations

• Take time out to plan and to build inter-organisational links

• Obtain good Legal Advice

• Strong GIS system considered critical

• Accurate and flexible asset database

• Take a risk based approach

• Clearly divide roles and responsibilities

• Design internal process flow charts

• Build strong links with SEPA in particular

• Learn from other Local Authorities
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